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Advent week 1

Everything that is done in this world, is done by hope.
Martin | Luther



Sunday, November 29 7

Earwood [/
Greg A ){,J-Q

The Promise of (zod's Presence
“A promise iz only as good as (he one who makes i1."

Genesis 26 focuses on Isaac, the son of Abraham and Sarah. “Like father, like son.” Like
Abraham, Isaac experienced famine in the land of promise, issues with King Abimelech,
and conflict over wells dug for water,

Having experienced significant challenges and blessings, Isasc finally arrives in Beer-
sheba. Similar to Abmbam, the LORD (Yahweh) appeared and spoke to Isaac (Gen.
26:23-24). The poetic quality of the LORD's message to Isaac is recognized in the New
Revised Standard Version by the fact that the LORIY's words are indented.

Pay attention o (he word order and my spacing of Genesis 26:24 as a way 1o capture the
encoutaging revelation.

“I {am) the God of Abraham vour father do not fear for with vou (am) [;

And I will bless you and I will multiply your seed on account of Abraham my
servant.”

Please note the words “do nod Tear™ in the center of the first line. The theme for oar 2020
Advent 15 do not fear = do not be afrard. This 1s God®s instruction for [sane and for us.

Tao say we face many difficult challenges at the end of 2020 is an understatement —
COVID, uneven financial resources globally for basic necessities such as food and water,
siressors mn famaly hife. ...

The words “do not fear™ are framed by the first person pronoun “T™ which occurs at the
beginning (T am the God...™) and the end (“with you am I'"). This is a reminder not to be
afraid because God is before us and behind us. This does not cause & magical
disappearance of our challenges. The promise of God's providential prezence offers hope
in place of fear.

In the Advent season, we can practice not being afraid because of Jesus who was born as
Emmanue]l = “God with us” (Mail, 1:23), In every season we hear Jesus® promise: I will
be with vou abways...” (Matt. 28:20). After all, a promise is only as good as the one who
makes it!

2



Monday, November 30
Shelby Napier

Isaiah 41:10 - So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am
vour God. T'will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold vou with my righteous
right hand.

This year, for many, has been full of hardships. Turning on the nightly news, we
hear our nation divided, watch world tragedies, and experience a pandemic.
Everything we know has been flipped upside down, yet somehow, we have
prevailed. People have come together: making bread, TikToks, music. Creating
lLight, in otherwise darkness. That can only be attributed to our God. He tells us
“do not be afraid.”

Have you had moments of uncertainty? Fear? Even anger towards different
situations at hand?

I have. School starting virtually, wearing a mask and getting overheated, not
being able to travel, whatever it may be. All of this relates back to fear. The
unknown.

But instead of being afraid of the unknown, let us try to embrace it. Let us take
God's hand, and allow him to lead us into a different direction.

Let us allow him to give us hope.



THERE IS ALWAYS HOPE
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Tuesday, December 1
Jonathan Sands Wise

The command not to be afraid echoes through the Bible, and almost always come
with a reason as well: becanse God is for yvou and always will be. Christ's
command to his disciples as he sends them out to preach in all of the towns of
Israel is similar, but the reason has apparently changed. You will be persecuted,
he wams them, but this is only to be expected since Jesus himself is

persecuted. “So do not be afraid of them, for there is nothing concealed that will
not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known. What I tell you in the
dark, speak in the daylight; what is whispered in your ear, proclaim from the
roofs™ (Matthew 10:26-27).

Why should all of our secrets being disclosed make us less fearful? At heart, this
reason is the same as always, because Jesus is not speaking of our secret sins here,
but of God's plans, hidden since the foundation of the world. What is hidden now
is the power of God and the redemption of God’s followers in the church. What
will be made known is the salvation of the weak, the lifting up of the lowly, and
the scandalous God who comes in the form of a human child.

Wone of this is a secret knowledge that is only disclosed to the few, and yet few
are those who can see it and speak it honestly, because it means giving up all of
our pretense to deserving anything, all of our hope of being smart enough to
outwit evil, and all of our desire for our own importance. The secret we must
shout from the roofs and live from our hearts is that into our darkness a Dayspring
has dawned from on high. We are so used to walking by the bright neon lights of
the approval of others, and creeping along in the constant red light of fear, that
our eyes are going to have to adapt if we are to let this dawn be the light for our
feet and the lamp for our path. A dawn starts with only a vague lightening of the
sky, but day is coming and has already come. May we have the eyes to see it, the
mouths to proclaim it, and the love to live in that day even as we are surrounded
by those who insist that darkness is the reality, and that the only way to have less
fear is to buy their flashlights (hatteries not included).



Wednesday, December 2
Kathy Fraley

Luke 8:50 Hearing this, Jesus said to Jairus, 'Don™ be afraid; just believe, and
she will be healed.

“Hey neighbor!™, 1 said over the phone. “When do you want me to come over?”
“Well, I'm not sure. 1've been feeling achy and tired all day. 1 had my flu shot
and I'm guessing these may be symploms from it. Should I call my doctor?"

“T would.” I saud. “With Covid cases increasing lately, it would be good to know
what he thinks you should do.™

“Maybe you shouldn't come over tonight until we see what my doctor advises,”
my neighbor said.

“1 will check on you tomorrow then. Take care. Call if you need me!™

As it tumed out, my neighbor had been exposed to the coronavirus five days
earlier | learned the next day. That night she was admitted to the hospital where
she continues to be treated now.

“You of little faith, why are you so afraid?” Jesus asked his disciples as the storm
rocked their boat on the lake,

An angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and smd, “Joseph, son of
David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife.”

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. 1 bring yvou good news of great joy
that will be for all people. Today a Savior has been bomn to you; he is Christ the
Lord!™

“Do. Not. Be. Afraid. Just believe, and she will be healed.” Surely, if Jesus could
heal Jairus' only daughter, he can heal my neighbor! We have reason to have
great joy in our lives every day, even during these times of uncertainty, because
God sent us His only Son to be our protector, our comforter, our guide, our
Savior,

Prayer: Father, you provide for our every need every day. Help us not be afraid,
but trust you. Make us joyful so we can draw others to you during this Advent
season. Thank vou for giving us your Son so we can live unafraid.

In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.
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